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Preaching the Prophets

ÂThe Relevance of the Prophetsô Setting

ÂThe Relevance of the Prophetsô Message

ÂThe Relevance of the Prophetsô Method



What are the Prophets?

Â The writing prophets were inspired 
messengers from God to His covenant 
people:
ÂTo warn of looming disaster

ÂTo present a redemptive-historical vision of 
their times

ÂAs ethical guardians of the covenant

ÂAs preachers of salvation through death and 
resurrection



The Prophetsô Setting

3 1/2 Key Moments

Â Fall of Samaria (722 BC) Amos, Hosea
Micah, Isaiah

- Sennacheribôs Invasion (701 BC)
Zephaniah, Nahum, Habakkuk

Jeremiah
Â Fall of Jerusalem (587 BC) Ezekiel

Daniel
Â Restoration of Jerusalem (538 BC)  Haggai, Zechariah

Malachi



The Prophetsô Setting
Key Theological Issues: Fall of Samaria (722 BC)

Â The Death of a Culture
Â Loss of land and institutions b/c of divine judgment

ñThe high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be 
laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the swordò (Amos 7:9)

Â Idolatry / Despising of Godôs love the root cause
ñThe LORD said to me, "Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is 
an adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other 
gods and love cakes of raisinsò (Hos. 3:1).

Â Ignorance of God the result of sin/idolatry
ñAnd she did not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and 
who lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baalò (Hos. 2:8).

Â Utter destruction under divine judgment
ñThose who are left I will kill with the swordé And though they go into captivity in front 
of their enemies, there I will command the sword, and it shall kill themò (Amos 9:1-4).

Â Death as an expression of divine justice & wrath (God, not the 
Assyrians)

ñHere this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an endé 
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: "Surely I will never forget any of their 
deedsò (Amos 8:4, 7).

Â Hope for those who yet look to the Lord
ñThey shall return and dwell beneath my shadow; they shall flourish like the grain; they 
shall blossom like the vine; their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.ò (Hos. 14:7).



The Prophetsô Setting
Key Theological Issues: Sennacheribôs Invasion (701 BC)

Â Salvation for the City of God

Â The Lord, Israelôs King
ñIn the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple ò (Isa. 6:1).

Â Godôs Chosen Dwelling Place
ñBehold Zion, the city of our appointed feasts! Your eyes will see Jerusalem, 
an untroubled habitation, an immovable tent, whose stakes will never be 
plucked up, nor will any of its cords be brokenò (Isa. 33:20).

Â Safety in the City of God
ñAs a lion or a young lion growls over his preyé so the LORD of hosts will 
come down to fight on Mount Zion and on its hill ò (Isa. 31:4).

Â Godôs Demands for Holiness
ñHe who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, 
everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalemò (Isa. 4:3).

Â The Eternal Peace
ñThe wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a 
little child shall lead themò (Isa. 11:6).



The Prophetsô Setting
Key Theological Issues: Fall of Jerusalem (587 BC)

Â The Burden of Exile
Â Grief 

ñJudah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitudeé Look and see 
if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, which was brought upon meò (Lam. 
1:3, 12)

Â Hatred
ñHappy shall they be who pay you back what you have done to us!  Happy 
shall they be who take your little ones and dash them against the rock!ò (Ps. 
137).

Â Despair
ñOur bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completelyò 
(Eze. 37:11).  

Â Hope
ñFor I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for 
wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope ò (Jer. 29:11).



The Prophetsô Setting

Key Theological Issues: Restoration of Jerusalem (538 BC)

Â Salvation by Grace
Â Can We Start Again? 

ñReturn to me, says the LORD of hosts, and I will return to you, says the 
LORD of hostsò (Zech. 1:3)

Â Will the Restored Church Have Glory?
ñI will be to her a wall of fire all around, declares the LORD, and I will be the 
glory in her midst" (Zech. 2:5).

Â Will the Restored Church Have Power?
ñThis is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.  Who are you, O great mountain? 
Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And he shall bring forward the 
top stone amid shouts of 'Grace, grace to it!ò (Zech. 4:6-7). 

Â What Is Godôs Promised Intention?
ñOn that day, there shall be inscribed on the bells of the horses, óHoly to the 
Lord.ô  And the pots in the house of the Lord shall be as the bowls before 
the altarò (Zech. 14:20).



The Prophetsô Message

Â The God of Unyielding Holiness and Wrath
ñThe LORD roars from Zion and utters his voice from Jerusalem; the 
pastures of the shepherds mourn, and the top of Carmel withers."  Thus 
says the LORD: "For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I 
will not revoke the punishment, because they have threshed Gilead with 
threshing sledges of ironò (Am. 1:2-3).
ñAnd the mountains will melt under him, and the valleys will split open, 
like wax before the fire, like waters poured down a steep place.  5 All 
this is for the transgression of Jacob and for the sins of the house of 
Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? Is it not Samaria? And what 
is the high place of Judah? Is it not Jerusalem?ò(Mic. 1:4-5).

Â Godôs Tender Concern for the Oppressed
ñWhat do you mean by crushing my people, by grinding the face of the 
poor? declares the Lord of hostsò (Isa. 3:15).
ñThe women of my people you drive out from their delightful houses; 
from their young children you take away my splendor foreverò (Mic. 
2:9).



The Prophetsô Message

Â The God of Might to Save His Faithful 
People
ñIt shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the 
LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and it shall be lifted 
up above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it,  and many nations shall come, 
and say: "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 
God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his pathsò 
(Mic. 4:1-2).

ñProphesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lordé Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall liveò (Eze. 37:4-6).

ÂGodôs Covenant Faithfulness
ñI will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for the sake of my servant 
Davidò (Isa. 37:35).

ñHe has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?ò 
(Mic. 6:8).


